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ALL YGUS FIEBER, 1872 (INSECTA, HOMOPTERA): PROPOSED 
DESIGNATION OF TYPE SPECIES. Z.N.(S.)243 1 

By Frej Ossiannilsson ( Kdllparksgatan 9, Uppsala S- 754 32 Sweden) 

I propose that the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature suppress all designations of type species made for the 
genus Allygus Fieber, 1 872 prior to that made by Van Duzee, 1917. The 
purpose of the application is to preserve current usage of the names 
Allygus Fieber, 1 872 and Allygidius Ribaut, 1 948. The details of the case 
are set out below. 

2. Fieber, 1872, listed the European Homoptera Auchenorrhyn- 
cha. On p. 13 he listed 21 species, subspecies and synonyms under 
Allygus. The list included Allygus atomarius “Ger.” (i.e. Fabricius, 
1794), Allygus mixtus “Ger.” (i.e. Fabricius, 1794) and nine nomina 
nuda. No description of the genus Allygus was given in that paper. 

3. Fieber, 1875, p. 410, erected Allygus as a ‘new genus’ in a key 
of genera. No species were mentioned. 

4. Van Duzee, 1916, p. 73, designated Allygus atomarius (F.) 
( = Cicada atomaria Fabricius, 1794) as type species of Allygus Fieber, 
1875. 

5. Van Duzee, 1917, p. 675, designated Cicada mixta Fabricius 
as the type species of Allygus ‘Scott’ (sic). The reason for this was 
obviously that he regarded Scott, 1876, not Fieber as the author of 
Allygus. In Scott’s paper only mixtus “Germar” (i.e. Fabricius) and 
commutatus Fieber were mentioned; atomarius “Kirschb.” was 
included as a synonym of commutatus. 

6. Ribaut, 1948, divided Allygus into three genera: Allygidius 
gen. nov. (type species ‘Cercopis’ atomaria (F., 1794) = Cicada atomaria 
Fabricius, 1794); Mimallygus gen. nov. (type species Jassus lacteinervis 
Kirschbaum, 1 868) and Allygus Fieber with type species Jassus (sic) 
mixtus F., 1794 = Cicada mixta Fabricius, 1794. It appears that Ribaut 
overlooked the oldest valid type-species designation by Van Duzee, 
1916. This makes Allygidius Ribaut a junior objective synonym of 
Allygus Fieber, 1872. In spite of this, practically all authors have 
adopted the nomenclature established by Ribaut (see References). 

7. Emelyanov, 1966, erected Syringitis as a new subgenus of 
Allygus with type species Allygus syrinx Dlabola, 1961. That subgenus 
is then congeneric with Allygus if Cicada mixta Fabricius, 1794 is its 
type species. 

8. If the Code is strictly applied, Allygidius Ribaut, 1948, must 
be treated as a junior objective synonym of Allygus Fieber, 1872. The 
generic concept of Allygus Ribaut non Fieber will be called Syringitis, 
but the subgenus of which Cicada mixta Fabricius, 1794 is the type 
species will be left without a name. The International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature is therefore asked: 
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(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all designation of type 
species made for Allygus Fieber, 1872 prior to the designation by Van 
Duzee, 1917, of Cicada mixta Fabricius, 1794 as type species of that 
genus; 

(2) to place the following generic names on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology: 

(a) Allygus Fieber, 1872 (gender: masculine), type species, by 
subsequent designation by Van Duzee, 1917 as ratified 
under the plenary powers in (1) above, Cicada mixta 
Fabricius, 1794; 

(b) Allygidius Ribaut, 1948 (gender: masculine), type species, 
by original designation, Cicada atomaria Fabricius, 1 794; 

(3) to place the following specific names on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology: 

(a) mixta Fabricius, 1794, as published in the binomen 
Cicada mixta (specific name of type species of Allygus 
Fieber, 1872); 

(b) atomaria Fabricius, 1 794, as published in the binomen 
Cicada atomaria (specific name of type species of 
Allygidius Ribaut, 1948). 
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